The generation of genetic diversity in malaria parasites.
The genetic diversity among malaria parasites is considerable, and much scientific investigation has focused on the ramifications of this diversity. Here we have discussed types of genetic change that are related to phenotypic changes in the parasite. To date, these changes have not been observed to result from precise mechanisms like the antigenic diversity seen in trypanosomes. Rather, the parasite seems to depend upon less precise mechanisms for generating diversity in combination with the large number of organisms that accumulate during infection as a reservoir for selection.